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No—Amendment 771 by Rep. Meadows 

(A082)—At the end of the bill (before the short 
title), insert the following: SEC.—. None of the 
funds made available by this Act ***. Roll No. 
267 

Yes—Motion to Recommit with Instructions. 
No—Final Passage. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE SAC-
RAMENTO HOUSING ALLIANCE’S 
25TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 30, 2014 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Sacramento Housing Alliance as 
they celebrate the 25th anniversary of their 
founding. As supporters of this organization 
gather to celebrate, I ask all my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing the Sacramento Hous-
ing Alliance for their incredible service to the 
Sacramento region. 

For 25 years, the Sacramento Housing Alli-
ance, along with its community partners, have 
addressed a variety of issues surrounding af-
fordable housing, homelessness, environ-
mental justice, regional equity, land use, hun-
ger and community empowerment. Founded in 
1989, the Sacramento Housing Alliance pro-
vides advocacy, education, leadership devel-
opment and civic engagement to homeless 
and low-income communities throughout the 
Sacramento metropolitan region. 

The Sacramento Housing Alliance has 
achieved a number of accomplishments that 
have benefitted thousands of individuals. In 
2001, their efforts led to Sacramento County’s 
adoption of the landmark Inclusionary Housing 
Ordinance, which required affordable housing 
in new housing developments be made avail-
able to individuals and families with low-in-
comes. In 2012, the Sacramento Housing Alli-
ance collaborated with other community-based 
organizations to host the region’s first Home-
less Employment Summit, where over 100 
businesses and community partners partici-
pated and led to many homeless individuals 
getting jobs. Additionally, the Sacramento 
Housing Alliance recently launched its Afford-
able Housing Campaign, which addresses cur-
rent housing issues, such as the dissolution of 
redevelopment agencies in California, the lack 
of affordable housing options, and rising family 
homelessness. Most recently, in 2013, the 
Sacramento Housing Alliance has taken part 
in the Sacramento Coalition for Shared Pros-
perity, which seeks a comprehensive Commu-
nity Benefits Agreement for the Sacramento 
Entertainment and Sports Complex, to help 
ensure that good jobs, affordable housing, and 
environmentally sound developments are 
available for everyone in the community. 

Mr. Speaker, as they gather for their 25th 
anniversary and awards celebration, I am 
pleased to honor the Sacramento Housing Alli-
ance and its members for their longstanding 
commitment and service to the entire Sac-
ramento region. I ask my colleagues to join 
me in wishing them continued success in cre-
ating positive, lasting change throughout the 
Sacramento region. 

RECOGNIZING WALNUT GROVE 
HIGH SCHOOL LADY TIGERS BAS-
KETBALL 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 30, 2014 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the Walnut Grove High School Lady Ti-
gers Basketball Team for winning the Missouri 
Class 1 Girls State Championship. 

The Lady Tigers clinched back-to-back state 
championships after defeating North Andrew 
with an impressive final score of 84–49. Mem-
bers of the team include Heather Harman, 
Lexi Harman, Madisyn Freeze, Karsyn Hejna, 
Miranda Allison, Megan Shuler, Audree Crain, 
Ellen Hayter, Raylie Hejna, Shelby Harman, 
Carrigan Comstock, Mikayla Louderbaugh, 
and Katelynn Garoutte. 

Through their hard work and discipline on 
and off the court, the Lady Tigers developed 
into a truly great championship team. The 
Lady Tigers ended the season 28–4. 

I also want to commend Head Coach Rory 
Henry for a job well-done on developing such 
a strong basketball program. 

I am proud to recognize the school and the 
players on their victory, and applaud the hard 
work that has brought them so much success. 
I urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the Walnut Grove Lady Tigers as they 
celebrate their Class 1 Girls State Champion-
ship. 
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IN REMEMBERANCE OF ALEX AND 
MARITZA ALVAREZ AND OLGA A. 
VALDEZ 

HON. PETE P. GALLEGO 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 30, 2014 

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, this week 
marks the second anniversary of the passing 
of three constituents of the 23rd District of 
Texas who died in a tragic accident on May 
26, 2012—Alex Alvarez, his wife, Maritza Al-
varez and her mother, Olga A. Valdez. I rise 
today to speak in their honor. 

I honor their lives. Like all of us, they sought 
a better life. They worked hard to achieve suc-
cess. Like many of us, they were parents who 
longed to see their son and grandson grad-
uate from high school, go off to college, get 
married, and generally succeed at life. 

Unfortunately, they got none of the above. 
Their deaths were caused by a person who 
was texting and driving. Poor judgment 
caused a terrible tragedy. The lone survivor of 
this horrific car accident was Alex and 
Maritza’s young son, Alex Jr. 

Alex and Maritza were hard workers. Alex 
was a native son of the border, having been 
born in Eagle Pass, Texas. He worked in the 
IT department of the Fort Duncan Regional 
Medical Center. 

Maritza was also a native daughter of the 
border region. She was born in Piedras 
Negras, Coahuila, Mexico, the sister city to 
Eagle Pass. She worked in Eagle Pass as a 
dental assistant. 

Olga A. Valdez was born in San Luis Potosı́, 
Mexico. She was a devoted grandmother, 
mother, and sister. 

Three lives tragically cut short. One young 
boy left to face life alone without his parents. 
One moment of poor judgment by an inatten-
tive third party—nothing, absolutely nothing in 
that text could’ve been worth the cost of three 
lives not yet fully lived. 

Mr. Speaker, today I rise to honor the lives 
of Alex and Maritza Alvarez, to commend the 
courage of a young boy, Alex Alvarez Jr., who 
still I’m sure struggles to make sense of the 
loss he has suffered, and urge the residents of 
the 23rd District of Texas and our entire Na-
tion not to text and drive. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NOVA-ANNANDALE 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, May 30, 2014 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
memorate the 20th anniversary of the NOVA- 
Annandale Symphony Orchestra. The Orches-
tra was originally formed in 1994 as a collabo-
rative arrangement between the Northern Vir-
ginia Community College (NOVA) Annandale 
Campus and the Reunion Music Society. Led 
by award-winning Music Director Christopher 
Johnston since 1996, the NOVA-Annandale 
Symphony Orchestra has performed a wide 
range of music embracing different cultures 
and heritages and is the ‘‘Orchestra-in-Resi-
dence’’ at the Richard J. Ernst Community 
Cultural Center on the Northern Virginia Com-
munity College’s Annandale Campus. 

Over the years, the orchestra has grown in 
size, repertoire, and prominence in the greater 
Northern Virginia community. The Orchestra is 
composed of members of the community, as 
well as NOVA students for whom the ensem-
ble is a laboratory for the orchestral repertoire. 
The Orchestra performs a wide variety of 
music from around the world, demonstrating 
its versatility and its goals of presenting com-
positions of little-known composers and offer-
ing programs of seldom-heard music rep-
resenting a range of cultures. 

Throughout its two decade history, the or-
chestra has performed on and off campus, 
premiered numerous works, created scholar-
ships, provided opportunities for young solo-
ists, and generated unique multi-cultural 
events designed to reach diverse audiences. It 
is most unusual for a community college to 
maintain a full symphony orchestra, and the 
orchestra’s quality and enduring place in the 
Northern Virginia community are now widely 
recognized. 

At the orchestra’s anniversary concert this 
year, the symphony orchestra will perform a 
concert entitled ‘‘Scotland and the Sea.’’ In-
cluded in the program is the debut of a sym-
phonic work by students of the Fairfax Acad-
emy for Communications and the Arts. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating the NOVA-Annandale Sym-
phony Orchestra on the occasion of its 20th 
Anniversary and in thanking the musicians, 
volunteers and supporters for their efforts to 
preserve and enrich the music and culture of 
Northern Virginia. 
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